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I THESSALONIANS 
CHAPTER 1 


James Ard 


 


We’re in I Thessalonians; this is a very good letter for all of us. You must 


turn to Acts Chapter 17 though to really pick up the beginning of the story. 


Paul is on his Second Missionary Journey and you remember that he chose 


Silas to go rather than Barnabas and then as they go through Derbe they pick up 


Timothy. I don’t know where Luke joins them; Luke probably started with them in 


the beginning but if you remember from the book of Acts we looked at the pronouns 


and Luke is the author of it and he was using “we”, “we”, “we” and then all of a 


sudden he’ll use “they” and we’ll find that he stays at a certain place. 


But Luke is with them and so on the Second Missionary Journey we have 


Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke – there may be others. They make their way through 


Asia Minor and end up at Troas where Paul sees the vision and then they go to the 


City of Philippi named after Philip the Great, the father of Alexander the Great. 


If you’ll notice Paul’s approach as he goes to major centers of activity; 


Philippi was one of them. It was really a retirement place for Roman soldiers; they 


were given land there and then the conversion there. They were thrown into jail, 


beaten and then they left.  


As they go south and east they go along the Egnatian way. The prophecies 


of God are amazing in that how he prepares things. If you recall the image that 







 2


Daniel saw and the kings and the places it would happen – it talks about these 


various kings and the second to the last kingdom was Greek – Alexander the Great. 


Alexander the Great’s claim to fame as far as religious people are concerned is that 


he instituted one language. They all spoke a natural language but they all could 


speak Greek and what does that do when you can all speak the same language? *It 


unites. It facilitates communication; it facilitates teaching and we’re struggling with 


that in our country. Everybody else in the emerging worlds want to speak English 


and yet we have to pass a law maybe to make people speak English here so it’s 


ironic. 


The second thing in the kingdom that followed the Greek was Rome. One 


of the things that Rome did is that Rome brought about peace. You can have peace 


many ways but the Roman peace was dominant because it was power. But one of the 


other remarkable things about Rome is that they built roads. They built roads 


everywhere because they were in constant movement and what do you believe 


happened to Paul? When the gospel got ready to happen he hit the freeways and if 


you’ll just look at it, Philippi was a freeway town; Thessalonica was a freeway town, 


Corinth was a freeway town, Ephesus was a freeway town – they’re all towns that 


were easy to get to, were centers of influence and the gospel could radiate there. 


And so in Acts 17 we find that Paul comes to the City of Thessalonica after 


having left Philippi. Thessalonica is an interesting town because the name indicates 


that early in its history it was the seat of a lot of thermal springs. The town was 


named after the half-sister of Alexander the Great. Another thing about Thessalonica 
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is they chose in the Roman War; y’all remember Cleopatra and Caesar; there was an 


opposite in the Roman army – Anthony. Thessalonica chose the right side of the 


conquering in the Roman wars and for that they were granted freedom; they had a 


free status. They didn’t house the Roman army; they didn’t have to pay certain taxes 


so Thessalonica was a very important city. 


When Paul came into Thessalonica from Philippi he found something that 


he often finds but he didn’t find in the City of Philippi. In the City of Philippi he did 


not find a synagogue; they met at the river. When he came into Thessalonica there 


was a synagogue; now what did that tell you? There were a large amount of Jews. 


If you look at Acts 17 and the reaction there you find something else that 


was prevalent both at Philippi and Thessalonica and you’re going to find it in 


Corinth as well. He not only had a good reaction from the Jews but Acts tells us a 


large company of the Greeks and then Luke adds something else – prominent 


women! Even back then they were in charge of things. ☺ *Thank goodness! ☺  


Now, you remember that in the Temple they had the Court of the Gentiles; 


they could not go into the Inner Court and in the synagogue you had the same thing. 


You had a place for the Jewish people and then you had a place there for believers. 


What would make them unique; what would make the Greek people and the Roman 


people unique – those that came to the synagogue? What would that indicate about 


them? *God fearing! And they only feared One God – because the society was 


multiple gods, multiple idols and yet here are some Greeks and Romans who have 


come to believe in only One God. 
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Do you remember the household of Cornelius? Here is a Roman in the 


midst of a culture that believed in only One God and who, in all of that world, 


believed in only One God? The Jews; they’re the only ones. And so I want you to 


understand the setting of the Thessalonians because it’s going to have bearing on our 


study.  


When he came into the city and preached he had success but immediately 


things turned bad when you get a crowd. There was a man mentioned there that 


befriended Paul and what was his name? *Jason. Now, it’s interesting about Jason 


because he had a house, he was known and when Paul got into trouble the officials 


of the town made Jason and other brethren put up money, a bail or bond, a pledge. 


And we don’t know what that was for; we don’t know if that said we’re going to 


hold you responsible until he gets out of town or it may have been a bond posted so 


that he would make Paul leave…we don’t really know. Paul mentions that in the 2nd 


chapter of I Thessalonians as well. 


This Jason is mentioned one other time; look at Romans 16:21, there is an 


interesting statement there about Jason and about others. In Acts 20 there is also a 


list of people from Thessalonica.    


Romans 16:21 – Timothy, my fellow worker, sends his greetings to you, 


as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my relatives. And what does Paul say about 


them? My relatives! It’s not beyond our expectation because Paul was a Jew; a 


prominent Jew and if he’s like everybody else he has relatives so I’m sure that 


throughout the Roman world occasionally he came across relatives. Now, Jason 
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must have been a relative because he said he was a relative. What relation – we don’t 


know but I thought that was interesting that he mentioned this. 


We’re taking the entire first chapter but we’re going to hit the highlights 


because that’s all you can do here. This is the first letter that Paul wrote. Paul wrote 


this letter when he was in Corinth; he had left Thessalonica, came to Corinth and 


you remember he was depressed because Timothy was late in coming and he 


worried about the churches – he was concerned. So this is the first epistle or first 


letter really that Paul wrote and Paul addressed it to the church of the Thessalonians. 


I want you to notice here that nowhere in any of the letters that we have 


that there is a great deal of interest on the name of the church. It’s just the church of 


the Thessalonians, the church of the Corinthians; it’s really not a big deal, it’s not a 


big thing. We sometimes emphasize things that really are not all that important; it’s 


the church, we’re all part of it.  


Another thing I want us to think about is and this is something we deal 


with here – it is a letter to the church for instruction. We don’t have a letter of the 


church to someone else and occasionally I get questions, as you get questions -- 


what does the church teach about so and so; what is the church’s stand on so and so? 


That’s really an unscriptural concept because the church does not have a teaching. If 


it does, it shouldn’t. They church doesn’t have a “stand”; it is the bible and God’s 


word that directs us. The church may believe a whole lot of stuff that is right and 


some of it is wrong. The New Testament had the same thing. Look at the mother 


church in Jerusalem. There were some there that thought you had to be circumcised; 
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there were some there that thought you had to keep the Old Law and there were 


some that said “no, you don’t” and they were brethren worshipping together but if 


you asked someone what does the church teach on circumcision, the circumcision 


brother would say you have to be circumcised. The non-circumcise brother would 


say no, you don’t have to be circumcised. So you really can’t depend on what the 


church teaches because it’s according really to who you ask. 


Notice that Paul addresses the teachings to the church. The church is to be 


taught; the church is to be informed, the church is to be directed. It’s not the other 


way around. We’re not directing anything; we’re teaching, we’re being taught, we’re 


accepting, we’re turning. 


I want us to look at something here that just struck me – Paul is really 


enthused about these brethren and notice how he describes them: We remember 


before our God and Father your work produced by faith,.. notice something 


else: …your labor prompted by love and your endurance inspired by hope… 


They’re sort of changed a little bit from I Corinthians 13 but they are the same 


concepts: faith, hope and love. 


I want you to notice as we look at ourselves what we do and how we do it 


in our endurance is the same. The base underline of all of this; what all of this rested 


upon is in the next phrase: …in our Lord Jesus Christ. The faith is in our Lord 


Jesus Christ, the love flows out of our Lord Jesus Christ and our hope comes from 


our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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These three characteristics here is the only thing that can sustain a believer. 


We have our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we have our love, our labor and notice 


the labor and the love is connected. Why didn’t he connect this labor with faith; why 


didn’t he say because of your faith you labor? I think we all know that.  


Why do you do things; why do you do things for people? You care, you 


love…you love. Now, I know sometimes it transfers over on duty and things like 


this but basically if it is continual it is from the love. *The old thing that you hear 


people say “it’s a labor of love” that he does this. That’s very good; it’s a labor or 


love. Yes…yes? That’s what it is. You guys that work on women’s cars; I’m sure 


you get a lot of pay for that ☺ but it’s a labor of love.  


This is why I always cringe when people talk about how difficult it is for 


elders; it’s a labor of love. I know at times it’s stressful but these men that serve 


should be doing it because that’s what they want to do. Thurman can quit anytime he 


wants to; he does it because he loves the body, he loves people, this is his gift. It’s a 


labor of love and we need to recognize that. 


If there is no labor its 1+1 = 2; if there is no labor, what do you conclude? 


*It’s love. What about endurance? If we do not endure; if we do not remain faithful, 


if we’re not committed, where is our hope? It can’t be anything except that. 


I want us to note another thing about Paul – when he came into the 


Thessalonian church he had success. I want you to read the entire letter; you can do 


it in about 8 minutes so it doesn’t take a lot of time. You need to read it a number of 


times but notice what he said. I entitled this phrase here “words are not enough” and 
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Paul says that. I don’t remember the man but I remember a little bit of the phrase, he 


said “you need to go preach the gospel to the whole world and if necessary, use 


words”. Look at what Paul said: 


For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because 


our gospel came to you not simply with words…but with power, with the Holy 


Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you … and to 


me that’s the key. 


If we’re going to convert the world we have to show the world a way of 


living that is different from what they do and--- we need to demonstrate that the way 


we live has far more joy and reward and benefits than the way they live. 


There are so many sins in this world that cannot be corrected by words; 


you just can’t do it. There is no way you can correct many of the sins of this world 


by words. Now, we try that, we say Duane, just suck it up and change; just quit 


doing what you’re doing. This old phrase that we had for a while “just say no to 


drugs” “just say no”… Let me tell you it’s just impossible to say “no” to drugs once 


you have been captured…just impossible. You’ll steal, you’ll kill, you’ll break in, 


you’ll take from your mother, your father, your brother, your sister, you’ll do 


anything to satisfy the craving…words are not enough. 


Paul said we lived among you, we showed you and there’s another word 


there that I want you to look at and that’s “conviction”. These books that are being 


written today about God and the fallacy of religion, you can’t tell me that if Paul 


didn’t see the Lord Jesus Christ that he would endure the beatings that he got in 
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Philippi and the beatings he got in Thessalonica and the beatings he got everywhere 


and he did all that because of a lie he was living? That is not even in the realm of 


comprehension; it won’t happen. Here he did it in conviction. 


Notice the impact of his living and this is another key. We lived among 


you… and then what happened to the Thessalonians; what did they do? They 


imitated; they copied, they duplicated, they said we want to be like you because you 


believe in One God, you have hope, you have love, you live a certain way, we don’t 


want to do this…and notice something else that he said….they turned from idols to 


worship the living God. 


In all of the letters I want you to notice; there is not one word about idols. 


Paul does not preach even on the agape hill in the book of Acts, Paul did not preach 


against idols. We have this thing turned around brothers and sisters; we do not have 


to preach against sin. We have to preach the Lord Jesus Christ and what the 


advantages and the benefits and love are and people will stop doing idols because 


they want this.  


If you had the opportunity to sit down at a table and you had a bowl of 


brussel sprouts and you had a bowl of Blue Bell vanilla ice cream with chocolate 


syrup and a few nuts on it, which would you choose? ☺ That’s a crude illustration to 


use but Paul, in my opinion, did not go and say you idol worshippers are just going 


to hell. He didn’t have to, he talked about God, he talked about Jesus Christ, he 


talked about the changes and people said we look at the idols and we look at your 


God and you know what??? We don’t want this anymore; we don’t want this and 
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they turned…..which we call repentance. They turned! *In that connection I often 


make the mistake of thinking there’s no need to talk to that individual because they 


have alcohol in their life or something else. Well, that’s wrong thinking; the gospel, 


properly taught and understood will take care of that problem. True…true…they 


turned!  


We need to give everyone the opportunity and the impact is that the 


Thessalonian reputation went throughout Asia. They were dynamic; they imitated 


Paul and in imitating Paul they changed the world. So you became a model to all 


the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you 


not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known 


everywhere… and that’s because they had this faith, they had this love, they had 


this hope and they had this imitation of the life of a man who in the 2nd chapter is 


going to say I work day and night to show you what a Christian ought to be. 


Thank you! 


2 December 2007 


 


This is a transcript of a class taught by James Ard at the Waterview Church of Christ. 
*Indicates comments by class members. 
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I Thessalonians 2:1-12 


 


James Ard 


This morning we’ll be looking at vs. 1-12 of I Thessalonians, Chapter two. I 


failed to mention last week but I want you to look at something. We’ll get into it more 


in II Thessalonians but Paul must have spoken quite a bit about the second return of 


Christ. It is my opinion that Paul, as well as the other disciples of that period really 


anticipates him coming within their lifetime. I think that they lived with that hope and 


that anticipation that he would come back soon probably because of what they were 


enduring but I want you to look at something. 


In the first letter that he wrote the last verse in what we have considered 


chapters even though he didn’t write that way, has to do with the second coming. Look 


at Chapter 1:10: and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 


dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 


In Chapter 2; the last verse there: For what is our hope, our joy, or the 


crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is 


it not for you?  


And then Chapter 3: May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 


blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus 


comes with all his holy ones. 
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And then in Chapter 4: After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 


caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we 


will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 


And then he talks about Jesus coming in the last few verses of Chapter 5 so 


it’s not only on Paul’s mind but it’s on the minds of the Thessalonians that Paul has 


discussed this with. 


There are so many things that we don’t know; we think that we understand 


what Paul preached to these people as he came down the road and stopped at different 


places; we can surmise some of the things that he preached because of what they did 


like the Thessalonians in what we call the first chapter – he said they turned to God 


from idols so he discussed the power of Christ and the ineffectiveness of idols. 


We know that they changed their lives but what did he preach and how did he 


preach it? In Acts he said he left the Thessalonians and went to Berea…all of you know 


that verse there that says the Bereans were more noble – why? They searched the 


scriptures. Now, if you’re not careful you automatically insert “scriptures” there as 


Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Acts, Romans and that’s not true…what did they 


search? *The old scriptures. And why were they searching the old scriptures; what was 


Paul saying that made them go back to Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and 


all those? What was Paul saying to them from the scriptures that made them search? 


That Jesus was the Messiah and that he “fulfilled the scriptures”. And so one of the 


things that we know that Paul preached was that Jesus was the Messiah and he pointed 


them to the scriptures – to Isaiah 53; Genesis 3, Joel 2, Daniel 2 – many scriptures 
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spoke of the coming of the Messiah. And so Paul spent a great deal of time in what we 


would call the Old Testament scriptures. 


Now, I maintain that today we have an ignorance; we have a lack of 


understanding of the Old Testament scriptures because when, at Waterview, have we 


had lessons in an adult bible class on Old Testament scriptures? *I teach in the 


Wednesday night Faith Builders and we teach Old Testament. *Ladies Bible Class 


always has Old Testament themes; the last one was on Daniel.  Good, I’m happy about 


that. I just think we need to broaden it because to me the understanding of the New 


Testament has its foundation in the Old Testament. Some of the things that Paul states 


are difficult to understand if you don’t have a knowledge of the Old Testament. 


So we see that when Paul came to the Thessalonians, one of the things that he 


was preaching was how to search the scriptures, how to look at scriptures and how to 


draw conclusions from scriptures that Christ was the Messiah. 


The other thing that he seemingly taught was the Resurrection! We often don’t 


think of this concept being in the Old Testament but it is. It’s there – not as pronounced 


as what Jesus taught in the New Testament and what Paul and the others taught – but its 


there. There was always that belief of eternity in the hearts of man. Job said it; David 


said it – we are very familiar with that passage when David’s son by Bathsheba died 


and he said I cannot bring him back but I can go where he is – see? So even though it 


may not have been pronounced, it was there. So the Messiah concept, the death, burial 


and the resurrection concepts was certainly there. 
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In these scriptures that we’re looking at today Paul here again is revealing 


some of his innermost thoughts, the way he feels and the way that he has been treated. 


Look at vs. 1. He talks about failure when he came to Thessalonica; what had just 


happened in Philippi? He had been beaten and in prison and probably had requested to 


leave. Jason probably had to put up a bond that assured that Paul and his party would 


leave town; that was the way they dealt with it…here is a person who is creating 


turmoil; you need to leave. And so Paul left and he came to the Thessalonians and he 


went immediately into the synagogue and began to teach and immediately there was a 


negative reaction about him after he had been there for, let’s say, three Sabbath Days. 


And he said to the Thessalonians, I want you to be aware of something: You know, 


brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure. Not a failure! 


Now, I want us to be aware and I struggle to say what do these scriptures have 


to do with me? Often we deem ourselves as failures because we have to endure 


persecution; we endure setbacks, we do not necessarily see the progress that we’re 


making but Paul said, looking back and writing to the Thessalonians, he said my 


coming to you was not a failure. Even though you understand we previously 


suffered insults in Philippi and as you know, but with the help of God we dared to 


tell you the gospel in spite of strong opposition. 


To me, in that verse, Paul is saying something to me that he realizes that we 


often don’t realize that there are two powers in this world. Sometimes when we look at 


what we are involved in we see failure. It was interesting to me – Paul was beaten in 


Philippi, he was run out of town but it said that God was with him. Now, it’s hard for 
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me to come to that conclusion sometimes. When I fail or when something bad happens 


to me or when I’m undergoing trouble and I say well, thank goodness or thank the Lord 


or the Lord is with me.  


But Paul recognizes that there are two forces in the world at work and he 


begins to assign the power that enables him to survive and function to God; the other he 


assigns to the god of this world. The other he assigns that he has strong opposition and 


that opposition doesn’t come from God but it is interesting that he states there that with 


the help of God we came to you. It’s the way that we look at life in general; it’s the way 


that we look at things and I have difficulty in looking at it that way…I really do. But 


Paul had that ability to look at it and say we are coming to you, we are not coming in 


failure; the suffering that we have is not in failure.  


We don’t know how many people were converted in Thessalonica but there 


must have been quite a few and in looking back he said I didn’t come to you in failure 


even though you knew that I had problems in Philippi, even though you knew that I was 


run out of town I did not come to you in failure.  


But notice something else: the message that he preached. He was not a failure. 


We heard Max Lucado at Preston Road many, many years ago when he first started 


developing the concept for the book “Six Hours One Friday” and one of the lessons and 


I think a couple of chapters in there says that you’re not a failure and he develops this 


theme of we’re not a failure because God is with us and he keeps going and he finally 


concludes with the fact that Jesus was not a failure. He did not fail on the cross; even 
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though it looked like it, even though as the hours ticked by on Friday everyone said that 


things were lost but he was not. This is the same thing with Paul. 


And then Paul developed the idea of how was the gospel preached and I want 


us to note that. Look at what he said about the presentation of the message and I 


emphasize this because this is what we do. We have the opportunity to present the 


message and look at the message. He said: For the appeal we make… notice that; to 


me that is key…For the appeal we make… we are appealing to people; we are 


introducing people. *I just want to follow that thought about failure; we really do have 


to be careful in regard to success or failure because it really could in the short run or 


long run be something completely different especially when you read vs. 2… we dare to 


tell you the gospel in spite of strong opposition. And one point there might have been 


that people saw how sincere and how much they believed that what they were teaching 


that they were impacted by that. At that moment maybe people were running away and 


not believing because they were afraid but later on the impact and the way that they 


thought, I think that our duty in all of that is to do our duty as Christians and spread the 


gospel regardless of how we think…we continue on which is what I believe Paul and 


some of the others in the first century did. And God is in control of the results of that. 


True… eternity is the only one that can do that. *We have what we perceived the last 


time we had success inlet’s say some numbers or lack of success in lack of numbers and 


we just don’t know where that’s going at the moment; we may not handle the numbers 


correctly and that constitutes failure and on the other hand we may have two or three 
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very sincere people and that can go a long way in accomplishing success. I think God is 


guiding that.  


True, Ananias may not have had a very successful ministry but when he spent 


one evening with a man named Saul and brought him to conversion just look at the 


proof that Ananias has over one man and that is so true. And all of you have stories like 


that. 


Who is the judge that worshipped with us for a good while? Judge 


Blankenship; he was not baptized until he was in his 80’s. He lived with a godly woman 


for 60 or so years and finally was converted or really admitted or confessed his faith 


and yet many people would have looked at him in his early years and thought “he never 


will”; it’s not there and yet he did and we have a number of stories like that. *Paul had 


an impact on people in the area where he preached so he was not a failure even by 


human standards. * 


The message that he presented, he said we speak as men approved of God; 


we’re not trying to please men, we’re not trying to flatter, we never put on a mask to 


cover up greed, we are not looking for praise of men…this is how the message was 


presented. He was not out there to win affection. It’s sort of ridiculous but they 


interviewed one of the ministers for one of the mega-churches and they were talking to 


him about that he always drove a Rolls Royce and he had his private plane and he said 


that if Jesus were here today he would drive around in a Rolls Royce and probably have 


a fleet of planes. And you know, he doesn’t even understand what the concept of 


ministry really is…he needs to read this book here (bible) but he probably has read it a 
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number of times. But Paul’s message was couched in as he called it later on in the 


Corinthians that we have this message in vessels…jars of clay. 


Then he talks about his presenting it and how he lived. Now, when I look at 


this I find that as a people of God we have become like the nations round about us. That 


was one of the sins of Israel; they wanted a king to be like the nations round about 


them. I want you to really read these passages and investigate your own feelings and 


why is it that we have come to the point where the ministers or the leadership or the 


evangelist described here is not, as a rule, reflected even in our own fellowship. It is not 


even reflected in our own lives. Look at what he said here about himself and he is a 


minister; an evangelist. As an apostle… (this is the first time he uses this word other 


than the beginning)…we could have been a burden to you… (Sometimes there are 


rights that you have that are not wise to exercise.) But we were gentle among you like 


a mother caring for her children. We loved you so much that we were delighted to 


share with you not only the gospel but our lives as well…  


There was a transparency about Paul and Silas and Barnabas and the others 


that people knew them; they knew how they felt, they knew what they believed and 


they knew how they lived – there was a transparency. In many of our own pulpits today 


the minister gets up and he preaches the sermon and you can’t find him after that; he is 


not involved. I know one man who was very forceful in the fact that “I don’t make 


hospital visits”, I don’t visit in homes; I’m here just to proclaim the message. 


Somebody else needs to do the visiting, somebody else needs to do the interfacing with 


people; I’m not going to do that and yet he calls himself an evangelist. No! Not even in 
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a stretch of the imagination is he an evangelist and why is that; is it my opinion? No, 


it’s not my opinion. Here is an example of the Apostle Paul and he also said to Timothy 


the same thing. 


Notice: We shared with you our lives as well because you have become so 


dear to us. Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked day 


and night in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel to 


you. We have bought in and I don’t mean to be preaching to the choir but we have 


bought into the idea; it was early that we support our ministers in order that they could 


devote full time to the preaching and the sharing of the gospel and that has long since 


been a misnomer. The only thing that the scriptures taught was mutual edification; now, 


those of us that sit in the pew, we don’t want that. We don’t want to listen to Al or we 


don’t want to listen to Richard; we want a professional. We want someone who has 40 


years experience that is not over 35 years old ☺ and is a graduate of one of our 


Christian colleges, married with at least two children whose wife is as dedicated as you 


are to the gospel – that’s who we want. And if we don’t have that then we’ll move our 


membership and we’ll go to another congregation.  


And so we say why is it that it’s not like this? It’s not like this because of you 


and me – basically. We don’t want this right here. I think that we need to rethink the 


gospel, how it is presented and how we accept it.  


I want you to notice some of the other words he said here. He said he was not 


deceptive. You can be a good person and still be deceptive. There is a great deal of 


emphasis on words and how they are used and their meanings and this is a part of the 
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deceptiveness. Occasionally I deal with people and they say well, we don’t want to do 


this because the group that we’re to be over-seeing or the people that we’re to be 


leading and this is not necessarily church –they just would not understand this action 


and therefore we’re going to take this action but we’re not going to tell anybody about it 


because they really wouldn’t understand it. That, to me, is deceptive.  


If you are a leader of a group then you need to reflect the desires of the group 


and if it violates a conscience or a conviction then there needs to be a stand taken and 


the discussion made on what the difference is. The First Century church had a lot of 


what I would call knock-down, drag-out meetings that lasted for hours and they were 


not afraid to share those things with everybody. All I’m saying to you is – look at these 


scriptures in the light of how you feel and how you act and how others act. I don’t know 


that you can bring about a change but I definitely think that eventually there has to be 


some modification of the way we do things and the way that we live in order to have an 


impact. The key is people knowing how you live…how you live! 


Now if you’re like most of us, me included, you don’t know very many people 


around you – they don’t know you. We don’t even know church members. I’m 


constantly amazed that I’d say to Al, how about so and so; do you know him? Al says 


no, why should I know him? Well, he sits on the other side or he sits with the other 


church over there and ya’ll have been worshipping together for the past 15 years and 


you don’t even know his name. *I saw him last night. Yeah, you were with a group last 


night but you probably met some people that you didn’t even know. *Several; they were 


all younger. ☺ Why is that? 
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Recently there was an article; it’s not Ann Landers but this woman was 


writing in and she said my husband and children are going to have to stay home this 


year; we cannot go to visit our folks because they live a long distance and she said I 


have dropped a number of hints to my friends about that we’re going to be here but 


none of them have taken up the hint to ask us over and she said what should I do and I 


loved it. She said why don’t you invite somebody into your house? Duh? ☺ So the 


transparency that we need, the sensitivity that we need has to come from us; we cannot 


wait on Laura to do it. So look at this scripture because it’s very important; reread it and 


rethink it. 


Thank you. 


9 December 2007 
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I Thessalonians 2:13-20 


 


James Ard 


We’re in I Thessalonians the 2nd Chapter and beginning with vs. 13. If you read 


this letter that Paul is writing to a church he is saying some things that we have 


difficulty transferring and making application to our own life. I keep reminding us that 


we need to read these letters from a viewpoint of what is Paul telling those people and 


what is he telling us? Sometimes it is difficult for our situation is totally different from 


theirs…we’re not undergoing the same things that they underwent when he was there. 


The first century is different than ours in some ways and in some ways it’s the same. 


I want you to notice some of the things that he said that are applicable to our 


response to the gospel. He began to be very positive about this group of people and I 


think we can learn something from that. Most of us need encouragement rather than 


having our sins or our mistakes pointed out to us all the time. Now, I’m not saying that 


we should never challenge someone or correct someone but the majority of our speech 


should be of the encouraging nature because all of us need that and Paul recognized 


that. Look at what he said about these Thessalonians: he said we thank God 


continually because of you… and he started out the letter that way…”we thank God 


continually”.  


In our prayers we sometimes wonder how Paul could spend hours or how do 


men spend hours in prayer and most of ours don’t consume two minutes. I believe that 
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his prayers included a lot more people than ours do; we tend to forget about people, we 


even tend to forget about family. I know that I do – Sarah and I both have people that 


are aged and sometimes we don’t pray for them and I believe that we really should be 


mentioning them in our prayers more often. And this is what Paul did; Paul prayed not 


only for those at Thessalonica but for those at Philippi, the Corinthians because he was 


intimately involved with them and I think we can gain something. 


He said I thank God for you. This is the positive attitude that we need to have 


toward one another. We need to speak those words to one another. We always do at 


funerals; we learn more about people at funerals than we do at any other time. Sarah 


and I had a unique experience in the sense that our mentor and the minister that 


performed our marriage ceremony, the teacher that really we identified with and the 


reason that we moved to Tennessee was because of Leonard Johnson and when he had a 


stroke and was almost at the point of death, Sarah and I had the unique experience of 


going into his hospital room and even though he couldn’t respond he could hear and we 


told him how much we appreciated him…the meaningfulness that he had to our lives. 


We should have done that all along and we did but I’m just saying that we need to look 


for those opportunities to express to people what they mean to us and this is what Paul 


is doing to the Thessalonians. He said I thank God continually. 


And he had several reasons for the thanking of God continually for the 


Thessalonians and notice some of the things that we can identify with and that we can 


transfer what he said with us. #1 is how they received the word – this is simplistic in a 


way but it’s very meaningful. He said you received the word that we spoke to you not 
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as the words of men but as it is in reality the word of God. Now, if you think about 


that, that makes a big difference. Don’t we have problems sometimes with the message 


sometimes because of the messenger? Think about that. Sometimes when you’re 


listening on TV to some of these evangelists they may be speaking the truth, they may 


be really honing in on really what God would have us do but what is our problem?*We 


don’t believe like they believe. And sometimes we may have that with preachers. A 


preacher may come in or Robert may stand up there and say some things and we say, 


oh, you say that but you don’t do that. All of us do – teachers the same way! You look 


at me and you say well yeah, you’re real strong in what you say but I don’t see any 


evidence of it. You know, you’re not gentle, you’re not compassionate but Paul was 


saying to these people, you overlook me; you didn’t pay attention to my stature or the 


way I looked or the way I spoke, you listened to the words and you accepted and you 


received the words as the words of God. And you accepted it not as the word of men but 


as it actually is the word of God. That should make a difference in how we respond – if 


we believe that it’s the word of God. If it’s the word of God we have to react to it and I 


think this is one of the reasons why he was thankful because they received it as the 


word of God. 


Now, notice what happens when the word of God comes into our lives. Jesus 


used many parables to describe how the word works – the parable of the sower was one. 


There were a number of others that described how the word works and the word of God 


does work. Since it is the word of God it has a power of its own and we sometimes 
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discount that. It can change people and that is what he said here. You have seen it and 


you may not necessarily see it in your life as much but you see it in other people’s lives.  


Notice what he said here: you accepted it not as the word of God but it 


actually is the word which is at work in you who believe. That’s a really neat concept 


that we don’t often grasp that the word of God works in us.  


Jesus told his apostles right before he left – he said there’s something that’s 


going to be different in our relationship; I am leaving but the Holy Spirit is going to 


come and he is going to dwell within you…within you.  


Paul tells the Corinthian church – know ye not that your bodies are temples 


of the Holy Spirit which dwells in you, so there is something mysterious about the 


word of God and God. God dwells in us. Paul describes us as being stones that build up 


the temple of God. That’s why we don’t really need a building; the building is not the 


church although we refer to it in that manner and everyone understands that but we need 


to realize that it doesn’t matter where we are we are the temple of God. Whether we’re 


in a prison or whether you’re in Afghanistan or Iraq or wherever you are. 


There are more people meeting outside in facilities that are just nothing today 


than are meeting in church buildings. If you see the pictures of those who are meeting in 


Africa and India and the areas of Indonesia, the Philippines; they’re just in the bush – 


people just gathering together almost like Paul did when he came into the City of 


Philippi. Down by the river they were meeting and lo and behold that’s where the 


church met. 
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He said here it is within you and also since it is within you there is something 


else that happens – there is a change that takes place. We do not convert anybody; no 


one is converted by us, no one is even converted by World Bible School 


correspondence courses, are they Betty Sue? They’re converted when they take the 


word of God inside them and they begin to change their attitudes or they begin to 


change their spirit or they begin to change their behavior and this is what we can see 


gradually. 


And this is why he rejoiced about; he rejoiced about it because it is at work in 


you who believe. For you became… now notice how he describes it; he uses a word 


that is not a good word in our vocabulary, in fact it’s a word that we really don’t use 


very much and what is that word? Imitators! Do you ladies like to hold up your bag and 


say this is an imitation of the real thing? ☺ It has the names on it; some of the famous 


names that you say well, this is a knock-off, this is an imitation or guys who pull out 


and you have a watch that says Rolex and you say well, this is really not a Rolex it’s an 


imitation, I got it one time when I was in Hong Kong for $20. We do not like to brag 


about imitations do we?  


But what was Paul talking about when he said the Thessalonian church or the 


Thessalonian Christians became imitators? What is another word that we would use; 


what is a common word today that has come into our vocabulary that we use? They 


became clones…and Paul said I rejoice that you became just like I am. *Like! Yes, 


although it’s more than “like” because the word “imitator” there means that they 


duplicated. It’s not that they are similar, it’s that they are; they are the same; he uses the 
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word not only in this sense but he’s going to use it a little bit later on in the persecution 


situation. But they became imitators of us and this is really what we’re trying to do. We 


want Sue, we want myself to become “like” Christ. When we look at Sue we want to 


see Jesus; when you look at me you want to see Jesus, when you look at Richard you 


want to see Jesus.  


And what do we mean by that? In speech, in thought and in actions – we want 


to see Jesus…imitators and that’s what he is saying here. See the things that he is 


thankful for – they received it and they became imitators. This is what we need to be; 


we need to be imitators. 


How can we be like Christ? Now notice he does not say like me – later on in 


another letter he said you need to be like me as I am like Christ. This is a challenge to 


us that we become like Christ. It’s not like the church; not like a preacher; like 


Christ…like God. This is a real challenge for me. How do I duplicate in my life the 


same characteristics of Christ and needless to say, I don’t.  


For you became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in 


Christ… notice how he also in their duplication – because they were duplicating Christ, 


because they became like Christ the same thing happened to them that happened to the 


churches in Judea. This is something that we cannot identify with. We can talk about it 


but we cannot identify with it. We cannot identify with the persecution of the 


Thessalonians or of the Judean churches or of the church at Philippi…we can’t do it.  


We sit here in America and we fuss about this government and we fuss about 


that government; we really complain about things but nobody, no matter if you’re a 
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Republican or Democrat or Polliwog or whatever you are, you still are able to assemble 


here, you’re still able to do whatever you want to in religion. Now, I know a couple of 


bumps along the road – you may not be able to wear a pin of some sort at work or you 


may be frowned upon if you decorate your cubicle with a cross or a Christmas tree or 


something like that and people don’t say Merry Christmas to you, they say Happy 


Holidays. Although last night several of our Jewish acquaintances wished us a Merry 


Christmas and I thought that was nice; they recognize the difference. *We are under 


attack by educator; we see it every day_____. Well, you’re right in that we have 


difficulties to do that but we still are not restrained. 


Your children who go to school can believe in God. *But they are afraid of the 


ACLU, why they don’t confront them I don’t know.  Al, I’m saying that that’s true but 


that’s not persecution…it’s not persecution. Your children are free to pray, your 


children are free to go to whichever congregation they want to, which church they want 


to; we are free here but yet these people were beaten. I mean mobs took their property. 


Later on in II Corinthians Paul is going to say to these brethren here you gave to the 


support of the churches in Judea out of your deep poverty. Well, something happened in 


those five years between the time that he established the church and the time that he 


wrote II Corinthians and probably part of it was the mobs of the Jews had probably 


taken some of their property. 


I get a magazine and I shared it with some of you regarding the martyrs that are 


going on now. There are places in this world where Christians, believers, are dying for 


their faith, are being imprisoned for their faith. Now, Al gets upset about various things; 
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I get upset for those countries that do that and we are supporting them militarily and 


financially. It’s just like we go and liberate Afghanistan and you cannot as a Christian 


worship in Afghanistan and the same thing is in Iraq…that’s what I get upset about.  


I’m saying that we have difficulty identifying with this and I don’t even know 


that it’s a good thing. I sometimes think it’s a test and Paul is thankful here because 


they came through the test and he says you became like the churches in Judea where the 


Christ was killed and where I was driven out and where the brethren have difficulty and 


you see this is the test. Other tests are come besides persecution. *When you are 


persecuted you’re not lukewarm. No, they’re not…they’re not. 


Al’s son and daughter-in-law are in China right now. Today they are 


worshipping in their own home and they can’t advertise. When he sends us emails he 


says “do not respond to this email”; don’t send this email back because everything is 


monitored, everything is looked at and they are gradually making inroads with one 


person at a time but they have to be extremely careful. 


Do you’ll remember Larry Cobb? Sarah and I were with Larry and Barbara 


Cobb on Friday at noon; their 23 year old daughter Audrey was killed in a boating 


accident and her grandfather was the driver of the boat; it was just a tragedy. I bring that 


up because Larry is an elder in the Southside Church in West Texas and when we spoke 


about Audrey, he wept. Fourteen years – it’s still as fresh as yesterday. I bring him up 


as an illustration because he could have gone two ways. He could have said God, why 


did you allow this to happen; he could have said you’re not a good God, you’ve taken 


away the love of my life and why should I worship you? He could have gone that way 
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but instead he and Barbara are active in the church; he serves as an elder…my point 


being is he hasn’t undergone the persecution like that but he’s undergone a very 


significant trial in his life that believe me, people make other choices other than the 


ones that he made. There is rejoicing when we have people who go through traumatic 


experiences and they remain faithful and this is what Paul is saying. Paul is saying I 


understand that you really believe that you really accepted God, the word of God really 


works in you because in spite of all of this persecution you have remained faithful - -


and that’s the test. 


He does not say anything about the persecution in that I wish God wouldn’t 


bring it upon you; I’m sorry that it happened to you – he doesn’t address any of those 


things. What he addresses is their endurance, their faithfulness. You have heard me say 


at times that I am thoroughly convinced that God sometimes does not care about what is 


happening to us; he cares about how we’re responding to what happens to us because 


that is the most important thing. Sometimes we do well and sometimes we don’t do well 


but he’s always there – so the endurance through suffering. 


The final thing is that he says that I long to be with you. There’s an interesting 


thing that I want us to note that makes living in this life real – Paul said that I desired to 


come to you on several occasions but what happens? Satan hindered me! 


Now, often when something happens, an automobile accident or something like 


that we always say well, why did God allow it? We seem to think that there is only one 


power in this world. There are two powers in this world and one of them is the god of 
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this world and it is not Jehovah. Jehovah Almighty is not the god of this world. 


Scriptures tell us that there is another god of this world and Paul identifies him as Satan. 


You’ve heard me refer to this several other times – in Daniel, Chapter 10 is the 


story of Daniel praying fervently for many days and he got no answer from God. 


Finally the angel came to him and said God heard you when you started praying 21 


days ago and he sent me immediately but (paraphrasing) when I was passing through 


Persia I got involved in a battle and for 21 days I struggled to get to you and I couldn’t 


until God sent Gabriel to help me and then I was able to come. And you think 


“WOW”! That sounds like science fiction; that’s why Paul says our fight is not against 


flesh and blood but against the principalities, the power of darkness in heavenly places. 


The battle is going on all the time and here Paul says I wanted to come to you again 


and again but Satan stopped us. You are still our glory and crown. 


You Thessalonians are our joy and crown and that’s because they accepted the 


word, it changed them into imitators of God, it made them persevere through 


persecution and it made them stand firm and I think that’s what we can do. Think about 


that. How can we accept the word; does it change us, do we become imitators and are 


we a joy and crown and I think we can do that. 


Thank you! 


16 December 2007 


 
This is a transcript of a class taught by James Ard at the Waterview Church of Christ. 
*Indicates comments by class members. 
A blank indicates words/phrases that were inaudible. 
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I Thessalonians 3:1-13 


James Ard 


 


The text that we will be looking at this morning is I Thessalonians 3:1-13. 


Charles Swindoll, in his introduction to this chapter had an interesting thing to say…he 


said that there is not a poem written nor a monument built to pain. Think about that – 


it’s sort of obvious but he says “no one extols the power and the beauty of pain” and yet 


the 3rd chapter, as we call it, of I Thessalonians talks a lot about pain; it deals with pain 


and what that pain can either accomplish or keep you from accomplishing. 


We often talk about pain and sorrow and distress as if it were an unusual part 


life but in reality from the very beginning God teaches us through example and through 


his scripture that it is a part of life…it is a part of life. 


Several times during the ministry of Christ when he gathered his disciples 


around him he would say to them – you’re going to have trouble and most of the time 


he said you’re going to have trouble with brethren. They’re going to drive you out of 


the synagogue or out of the church and they’re going to beat you and they’re going to 


chase you and you’re going to be considered by them to be the scum of the earth…and 


he said that quite often. He reminded them of that fact even though we reject it. 


Today in theology there is quite a bit of preaching done which says that if you 


become a Christian, Charles what’s going to happen to you? *As you sow, so you shall 


reap. So, give to me as much as you possibly can because the Lord’s going to pay you 


tenfold. Nothing is going to happen to you; you’re going to be rich, you’re going to be 
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protected and that’s what we love to hear and when that doesn’t happen then we really 


have a problem. 


Someone turn to Philippians Chapter 1:29 and someone else get II Corinthians 


4:8-10 and someone get I Peter 4:12-14.  


II Corinthians: We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 


perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but 


not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the 


life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 


This was written to the Corinthian church where Paul was when he wrote the 


Thessalonian letter and he said that he was distressed but he continued to carry on. An 


interesting thing in this statement here is he says we carry in our own body the marks of 


Jesus’ suffering; we display in our suffering the body of Christ, the kind of life that 


Christ would have us go. 


Philippians: For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 


believe on him, but also to suffer for him. 


Isn’t that interesting? Read that first phrase…for it has been granted to 


you…  It has been granted to you – what? I’m trying to make the point that suffering is 


a part of the life that you live for Christ not an exception to that and here Paul says as it 


was when God granted you the ability to believe, he also granted you the ability to 


suffer which is sort of strange in a way. 


I Peter: Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 


suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that 
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you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 


glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 


blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 


So all of these New Testament writers are talking about the difficulty that one 


would have following Christ! Now, suffering can produce a number of outcomes. The 


outcome that Job had on his suffering is though he slay me I will still follow him and 


believe in him but Job’s wife when she had to deal with suffering her reaction from 


what we have been given is a little different. She says there’s no need to continue – 


curse God and die. It’s fatalistic! Now, I don’t know if that’s a true representation of 


how she felt but we do know that pain and sorrow does not always draw one closer to 


God. 


The amazing example of that is Judas himself. Judas was distraught, upset, 


very sorrowful for what had transpired both in his own life and in the innocent life of 


Christ and Peter was the same way and yet the two men reacted differently to the 


trauma and the anxiety of the moment. One ended his life; the other continued with his 


life and so we don’t always know what’s going to be the outcome. You in your 


experiences and I in mine have seen people react differently to those kinds of 


experiences. Some forsake God and some cling to God and I think that the key is what 


Paul is telling us in this 3rd chapter of I Thessalonians. So we know that there is 


suffering. 


Look what Paul writes to the Thessalonians; he isn’t distressed, he isn’t 


anxious concerning them for look at the first few sentences in the text that we have. He 
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said when I could no longer forbear, when I could no longer stand it, when I could no 


longer deal with the uncertainly of what was going on in your life (Thessalonians), 


when I was concerned, when I was disturbed. In one of the letters he made the 


statement that he was concerned about his preaching that it have the right results 


because he said “lest I have labored in vain”. So there was something about Paul; we 


tend to make him more than he really is because he had a big ego as most preachers do. 


I mean that’s one reason why they are good at what they do; they have an ego and Paul 


had an ego. Remember he said I don’t want to preach the gospel where somebody else 


has preached; I want to go where it hasn’t gone before, I don’t want to build upon 


another man’s foundation – what’s that?  


The other thing that he was concerned about was not only the conversion of 


the people but he wanted to make sure that there were results and good results so he 


said here when I could bear it no longer, when I could stand it no longer what did he 


do? *Sent Timothy. Timothy had come with him from Troas over from Philippi down to 


Berea and then he came down to Athens and seemingly Timothy was still in Athens 


when Paul went on into Thessalonica and then he’s going to be by himself when he 


goes on in to Corinth. 


So he sent Timothy back to the Thessalonians in order to make sure – what? 


What was he concerned about? …in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen 


and encourage you in your faith… Notice that! He sent Timothy back there not to 


resolve the problem and I think this is one thing we said before. There are certain things 
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we can do with other people’s problems and even with our own and most of the time 


there is the inability to fix things and that’s what we all like to do. 


Let’s just take Wendell; can you fix Wendell’s problem. I’ve tried; you can’t, 


he’s determined to stay where he is no matter what. He’s in the hospital; he’s been in 


the hospital a couple of times so what is our responsibility to Wendell? Go and tell him 


what he should do??? *No, because you’re wasting your time. I’ve already done that. ☺ 


He comes; he’s here… my point being why should we try to fix Wendell’s problem? 


Our purpose is to encourage him and to support him and to love him. This is what we 


sometimes have difficulty with. We even avoid people because we cannot, as we say, I 


can’t do anything about their problems and we don’t go. We don’t visit; we don’t 


telephone because we don’t know how to fix their problem.  


And Paul dealt with the same thing. He could not fix the Thessalonian 


problem because they were in a hospital environment so he sent Timothy and said 


Timothy I want you to go and encourage them; I want you to go and strengthen them so 


that they could persevere in their persecution and that’s all you can do. It’s all they 


could do in that time and Paul was an Apostle; he had the power of God behind him and 


he couldn’t change things. So he sent Timothy there in his anxiety …to strengthen and 


encourage you in your faith, so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. See, 


that’s what he worried about; this was a young church.  


They began to have persecutions even when Paul was there and so he was 


worried that they would be unsettled in their faith and wasn’t that a possibility; isn’t that 


a possibility with us? You know quite well that we were destined for them. In fact, 
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when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it 


turned out that way, as you well know. For this reason, when I could stand it no 


longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the 


Tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless. It’s 


interesting what we assign to God and we assign to God everything.  


In Plano recently they almost had a Christmas tragedy; the electricity went out 


at the outlet mall. They couldn’t process your plastic cards; they didn’t have lights. A 


tree had fallen down on one of the transformers and the woman said it was an act of 


God which is most of what we do. But now Paul says that when troubles come to your 


life who is the culprit? Who was it that came into the presence of God and said give me 


Job and I’m going to see that he prospers beyond his wildest dreams; I’m going to see 


that his sons and daughters are successful, I’m to multiply his herds and his flocks, I’m 


just going to really test him…was that the way Satan worked? God had blessed him 


and what was Satan’s tact? He took it all away and today if someone said Mr. Job’s 


sheep have all been killed by lightning we would said it is an act of God…so be careful.  


As Sarah and I like to say sometimes God gets credit for a lot of things he 


doesn’t deserve to get credit for and that’s one of them. *Laws of nature. That’s right. 


*It’s the way he set things up; violate them and… Well you don’t even have to violate 


them sometimes; you could be out playing golf and get hit by… *You shouldn’t have 


been there! ☺ ☺ Now, you’ll understand that B.J. is a non-golfer so you have to take 


his comments with a grain of salt. *Maybe more than one grain. ☺ 
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Tempted you lest our efforts might have been in vain… lest you be 


removed from your faith. But Timothy has now just come back to us and he has told us 


the wonderful news and there is great joy in Paul and he says not only have you endured 


but as music to anyone’s ears, especially a preacher that used to preach there what did 


he say about them and himself. Timothy said that you still remember me with pleasant 


thoughts. Look at this: you have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us 


just as we long to see you. So Paul was remembered; they still liked him and liked 


what he did because he had brought to them the gospel. 


How can I thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in 


your presence…night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again 


and supply what is lacking in your faith.  They were growing; they were growing in 


the faith, there was joy. 


The last few sentences of this text is a prayer. It’s an intriguing prayer for 


several reasons and I don’t mean to be decisive in this or create problems but we think 


of  prayer as a formula. I know you don’t necessarily verbalize it all the time but a lot of 


times we think of prayer as a formula; in fact during the worship hour sometimes when 


someone is leading prayer either in the front or in the back and if they do not say things 


in a certain order it causes us to wonder. Am I the only one that does that or do the rest 


of you do the same thing because there is a formula. We have decided that it’s only 


effective if you follow that formula.  


I looked at this prayer of Paul’s and it violates every formula that I’ve ever 


used but yet it’s still a prayer because the formula says you say something to the Father 
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at the beginning and you say something about the Son at the end and if you get those 


reversed you throw us off and Paul did neither. 


Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way 


for us to come to you. Because Paul had said that he had been injured; he desired to 


come and could not. May the Lord make your love increase…Now, I want you to pay 


attention to what he is praying for and what he is not praying for: think about that. 


Now, think of the condition of the Thessalonians, what they are going through. They are 


a young church; they are a new church, they are a persecuted church, they have faith 


problems because we’re going to talk about that in the 4th chapter …some disturbing 


things. May our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for me 


to come to you. May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other 


and for everyone else just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so 


that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when 


our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 


Remember that we stated that every chapter ends with a reference to the 


coming. Now, what did he pray for? He didn’t pray for their persecution to be taken 


away. Notice that! He prayed for their faith, for their love for one another and for others 


that they may be strengthened in heart and that they may be blameless and holy and he 


reminds them that Jesus is coming again.  


That’s a powerful prayer – it’s short. Some have said it really wasn’t a prayer; 


some have said it was just an affirmative statement made by Paul in his letter and some 


say it was a prayer. To me, I think it can be a prayer. Some of my prayers are pretty 
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short. *One thing that I noticed about this prayer; he’s praying that they will love and 


care for one another but it says something about everyone else—do we do that; do we 


pray for those we know that are driving reckless out there on the freeway. We had a 


death on Dallas North Tollway this week where someone was driving recklessly killing 


an innocent man. And that includes our enemies, doesn’t it and those who persecute 


you and say evil things against you. I think it is hard for us because we tend to think of 


ourselves as ourselves rather than being what God would have us to be.  


Look at Stephen; what were the last words on Stephen’s lips when he did? 


Lord, do not hold this sin against them. My point is: we have little sympathy for 


people we hold responsible or our expectations of them are such and many people that 


we live with do not have the same values that we have or do not understand the things 


that we understand about God and Christ and right living and responsibility and I think 


this is what he was saying. He said I pray that your love will increase for yourselves and 


the body there and for others because that’s the only way that we’re going to be able to 


deal with the world in which we live in is with love and compassion…it’s the only way. 


The only way that we’re going to move people is with love and compassion; we cannot 


move them with truth spoken in an attempt to bring about a change. I wish it were that 


way but it’s not.  


So let’s look at this text. Number one there was anxiety about the persecution 


of fellow Christians. Paul immediately sent someone to help them and the help that he 


brought was to strengthen them in their faith, in their love and to strengthen them in 
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their perseverance. There was joy in the body and with Paul when he found they had 


remained faithful under supreme persecutions. 


The text ends with a prayer of thanksgiving to God and with requesting that 


God continue to help them to love each other. You know what Jesus said about the 


fulfillment of the law? The first he said is Thou shalt love the Lord they God with all 


thy heart, with all thy mind, with all thy strength and the second is like unto it – thou 


shalt love thy neighbor as thyself and on these two laws or principles rest everything – 


the love of God and the love of people. Nothing else is more important than those 


things. 


 


23 December 2007 
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I THESSALONIANS 4:9-12 


 


James Ard 


 


We’re going to look at the 4th chapter of I Thessalonians; I know that you have 


already studied the first few verses but I’m just going to touch on a couple of things 


because I want you to look at the chapter as a whole.  


Paul now has sort of switched what he is talking to the Thessalonians about and 


he is reminding them of some things that undoubtedly they spent a lot of time talking 


about in the months and weeks that he was with them.  


One thing about God’s people from the very beginning was that they were 


different. They were different in many aspects but one of the differences which has been 


emphasized even in the New Testament is that God called a certain group of people out 


that believed only in one God and this was unique in the culture that they lived in because 


it was a culture of many gods and they were noted for their belief in one God. 


Paul reminds us and reminds the Thessalonians that the difference of believers 


not only was in their belief aspect but in their behavior. From the very beginning the 


thing that characterized God’s people had to do with moral purity and this moral purity 


had its basis in the family. God has always said and Jesus reminded us in the gospels that 


in the beginning God intended for there to be a man and a woman; a husband and a wife 


and in this context society created an environment that was good for children and for 
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people. And so as he begins this change in his letter we note that in the first part of 


Thessalonians Chapter 4: Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live…  


Now you can know a lot of things; you can know the truth about a lot of things 


but if that does not change your behavior what good is it? If you have a headache and you 


know that an aspirin will help you but you don’t take an aspirin we would judge you to 


not be very wise, would we? Or, if you had any difficulty in life and did not use the 


proper techniques to help in that then we would judge a person unwise…so what does 


Paul say? Paul says we instructed you first of all not only about our God and not only 


about the things about God but we instructed you how to live. 


And how did he instruct them how to live? He began to deal with what I believe 


was and is the basic concept of human relationships and that is about love of the brethren 


and how we treat each other but he starts off in that relationship that is more sacred. The 


first thing that God created before the church, even before a lot of other things he created 


the family unit and here he says that a man and a woman as well should be sexually pure. 


In our culture, just like in the day that Paul wrote this Rome had left the early 


beginnings. Seneca, one of the historians of Ancient Rome said that for five hundred 


years there was no divorce in Rome. Now, I don’t know if that was an exaggeration or 


statement but it says that for five hundred years there was not a divorce. At the beginning 


of the Republic because Rome, like we are have changed; divorce was very prevalent. 


Seneca said a woman married to get divorced and divorced to get married. It was a total 


breakdown. The Greeks also had this. They had lost their sense of moral purity but Paul 


said if you are a Christian you are different; you stand out.  
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I don’t know if you caught the little article in the paper the other day; it was a 


response to something but a father was saying that it was unreasonable and ridiculous to 


expect young girls to remain free of sex until marriage and really when you think about it 


that is really what our society says. Ok, now what does that mean? That means that our 


children and our grandchildren have to be taught very carefully that they are different. 


They have to understand that there is a difference. You see he does not believe what Paul 


said that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and 


honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen… Now, what’s the key? They key is 


believing in a God that is pure and subscribing to that concept that we can also be pure.  


It really disturbs me more than the political scene that a 15-year old child can be 


found pregnant and it makes national news and the father of the child as far as I know is 


still free because she is the sister of Brittany Spears. Do you see what I’m saying? 


Understand the culture that you’re living in and understand what Paul is saying to these 


Thessalonians because they were living in the same kind of culture that we are – only 


worse. And he is saying you can do that. That’s #1! 


We are different because we subscribe to a holy and a pure life and that has to 


do with how we live. Now, in vs. 9 he introduces another concept and it is a concept that 


is radical even in our day and that is ‘love’. We banter that word about so much but look 


how Paul uses it. This has to do with how we’re to live. 


Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you 


yourselves have been taught by God to love one another. And in fact, you do love all 
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the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and 


more. 


If you go back to II Corinthians, Paul held up the Macedonians; held up the 


Thessalonians as giving out of their deep poverty. They loved – and this love was 


transferred into action. 


If you go into I John 2 and also I John 3, John says what is the mark of those 


who love God? That they love one another – that’s the mark! That is the mark. Jesus says 


that you can boil down the commandments of God into two things that are patterns of life 


– remember what he said? You should love thy God with all thy heart and with all thy 


soul and with all thy mind AND your neighbor as yourself – on these two principles 


are what God requires. 


It made national news this morning; a man found a check for $185,000 and he 


returned it. Why did that make national news? Why would it be unusual to return 


something that you found that was not your own? *It’s a sad commentary on our culture. 


Do you see the world that we’re living in? Do you see the concept that they were 


astounded and they kept pushing the man to say did you not have any hesitation; they just 


wanted to make him something that he was not. And he said yes, I had an idea, I could 


pay a lot of my rent with that check. Of course the other problem is cashing it and all of 


that but I’m just saying yes, we have thoughts. It’s not the thought; it’s the behavior, it’s 


the change.  


Jesus dealt with the problems that we have because on one occasion he told the 


parable about two sons – the father asked one son to go work in my vineyard and the son 
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said, no, I’m not going to do it. And he asked another son and the son said yes, I will but 


didn’t. Jesus understands human nature that we have within our own bodies – a struggle 


but he rejoiced and made the point that the man who said I will not go changed his mind 


and went…but the man who said I will go never did. 


Here this boils down to love of the brethren, love of what is right, treating 


people as they ought to be treated not only brethren but everyone. The mark of a 


Christian is purity of life, holiness of life and love.  


Next week we’re going to talk about the third aspect of it and that is the belief 


in the resurrection; the belief that one will never die but I want us to spend the next few 


minutes on this strange thing that he said in vs. 11; listen to what he said. This is behavior 


of those of us who believe and follow Jesus Christ: 


Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and 


to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the 


respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anyone. 


What does that mean? *Try to live a good life; don’t try to press your views on 


others but to live your life so that others notice. Live so that no man can speak bad 


against you.  Ok. Scott, what do you think it means to live a quiet life? *I need to look at 


the verse again but maybe be strong in your faith so that nobody can gain control of your 


life… Ok, be confident in what you believe. Charles?  


*Perhaps it’s enhanced by the scripture that says let your light so shine that 


others may know…there are several others. It says to lead your life peacefully, avoid 


controversy, not necessarily controversy as a Christian but controversy in getting 
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involved in other things where you have a cause or a specific thing where you need to get 


yourself out in front of others but rather be known for someone who kept their head about 


them and went about their day to day life honorable and peacefully…went to work every 


day, came home every day, family didn’t get in trouble, husband and wife didn’t get in 


trouble…just as we would say “outstanding citizens of the community” but yet not 


silhouetted as somebody who is faithful or that sort of thing. John! *I’d like to say about 


Scott; he went to Lithuania, he stayed over there with very little support by the way but he 


worked. He was not a burden on anyone – not the church here or anybody else. He is an 


example of what I think Paul is talking about. Ok, quiet life; of course he was looking for 


a wife too. ☺  * I think Paul was saying let your actions speak louder than your words. 


Daisy! *I just get stuck on mind your own business…not gossiping, doing what 


you need to do without advertising to the world that you’re doing it…don’t let your left 


hand know what your right hand is doing…go about your own business.   


  Susan! *Really, I guess I just affirm what a lot of people have said, I find that I 


have my hands full with my own business and the older I get the more I realize I don’t 


have time to meddle in somebody else’s although I have tried on more than one occasion. 


It’s a full time job taking care of ourselves and checking ourselves and making sure that 


we’re on the right path. 


One of the things that I think that he’s talking about and I think that he uses 


some words here that are critical and we do have to balance it but I think we have to 


balance the influence that we have in the world with the techniques that God has given us 


to balance the world. One of the things that I think that Paul is emphasizing in my mind is 
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that a Christian as Charles says, lives a life that doesn’t call its attention necessarily to the 


life except that it is reflected in Christ. We tend to want to change the world globally and 


I think that Paul is saying and has demonstrated that you change the world where you are, 


you change the world within your own sphere of influence and we have failed in that 


aspect. We don’t mind going to Nigeria or we’ll go wherever God wants us except next 


door; we just can’t get ourselves to go next door to meet our neighbors, to find out what 


they do, how they live, what they need, what their birthdays are, what their anniversaries 


are; can we carry them a dish? And I think that in one aspect this is what he is saying.  


Make you an ambition to live a quiet life where you are. Quiet does not mean 


passive in what Paul is saying. We forget about that God has a technique for changing 


things and it is not marching or being part of a protest movement; you do not find that in 


scripture at all. There was no protest; God technique for changing the world is families 


living as they ought and prayer. 


Paul says pray for the rulers; pray for the emperor who at that time was Nero. 


Pray for those people. Nowhere in scripture do you find Christians mobilizing themselves 


to change the world and this is difficult for us to accept…this world is not Christ’s. Never 


will be, never has…it belongs to Satan. Always has…always will! We cannot make this 


world like our brethren in the past like Alexander Campbell believed. He believed that if 


we can just make the United States a God-fearing, God-believing nation, we can usher in 


the millennium and that’s why his writings “The Millennium Harbinger”…that was their 


focus. You make this world the heaven – you can’t do it. 
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But on the other hand: So that your daily life will win respect of the 


outsiders… and that happens where you live. It can’t happen in Georgia; it can’t happen 


in Alabama, it can’t happen anywhere else, it has to happen in Richardson and Garland, 


Plano and Dallas…it has to be where you live. 


The first mark is the purity and the holiness of life; the second mark is the 


response that we have and the love of people…of our brethren. The third thing that he’s 


going to remind these people of is why are you concerned about the resurrection? And 


then in the entire 5th chapter he deals with this problem because it has already crept in to 


Thessalonica because the Thessalonians, unlike us, believe that Jesus was coming 


immediately and there were people dying and they were saying “what’s wrong?” you told 


us that the Lord was coming and yet here some of our people are dying; what’s going to 


happen to them which was a realistic concern. 


Thank you! 


6 January 2008 
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I Thessalonians 5:12-18 


 


James Ard 


 


Occasionally I have run across something that I think is really interesting and 


this struck me because it is a reflective of myself as much. I don’t know how many of 


you are familiar with Joshua Bell but he is a renowned violist that has just taken that 


world by storm for a number of years; I’ve heard him on the radio a number of times 


and he is just extraordinary. 


**Joshua Bell emerged from the subway train and positioned himself against 
a wall beside a trash basket. He was nondescript—a young man in jeans,  
long-sleeved T-shirt, and a Washington Nationals baseball cap. From a 
small case, he removed a violin. Placing the open case at his feet, he threw 
in a few dollars and pocket change as seed money and began to play. 
  For the next 45 minutes, in the D.C. Metro station, Bell played Mozart and 
Schubert as more than 1,000 people streamed by, most hardly taking notice.  
If they had, they might have recognized Bell as a world-renown violist. They 
might have noted his instrument was a rare Stradivarius worth more than  
$3 million. It was part of a project by The Washington Post that the editors 
called “an experiment in context, perception, and priorities… 
   Only three days earlier, Bell had sold out Boston’s Symphony Hall, with  
ordinary seats going for $100.  In the subway, Bell collected about $32 from  
the 27 people who stopped long enough to drop in a donation. 
 
They set these public figures in inconvenient times and in rare places. The 


point was we often bypass and overlook rare things in life because they are out of 


context or we’re unaware. Can you think about someone of his magnitude playing for 


an hour and you just passing by and maybe throwing in a quarter? That just hit me 
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because that is so like me and a lot of others that we go through life and we just 


overlook people, we overlook opportunities. 


Today we’re going to be in I Thessalonians Chapter 5; we’re going to go back 


and touch a couple of things that you have already covered. As we go into II 


Thessalonians one of the themes is the second coming of Christ. There is quite a bit of 


interest in the Thessalonian letter as well as other letters that Paul addresses this.  


One of the reasons for this even though these were mainly Gentiles, the 


Jewish idea of time was divided into two sections. You had the present age which was 


called the evil age or the age in which they lived and then you had the age to come. 


What separated those two ages was what was called “the day of the Lord”; it is referred 


to in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, Amos…a number of the prophets referred to this day of the 


Lord and it was always a terrible day, a day in which the world would be in upheaval 


and things would be destroyed. 


Now, Paul in what we call the 5th chapter mentions this. He said that I don’t 


want you to be ignorant; you know very well the day of the Lord will come as a thief 


and so he is going to talk about this day of the Lord in many other letters. 


One of the reasons why there is interest among the Thessalonians as well as 


among us is we, even today desire to know when the second coming of Christ is. If you 


think about it there are a lot of people who spend a lot of time there and it is, in my 


opinion, natural, because did we know when the first coming was? *___. Yes, we knew 


the time or the general thing when Christ would come. Isaiah talked about it, Daniel 


talked about it – remember the vision that Daniel had about the man, the statue with the 
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head of gold and then silver and then bronze, the feet of iron and clay and he said in the 


days of those kings shall the Lord set up a kingdom….so they knew generally when 


Christ would come. 


We see that it’s a birth…there were Wise Men in the East who were watching 


and they saw the star which told them that the King of the Jews had been born. Now, it 


is interesting that it is in the book of Numbers that a false prophet prophesied about a 


star coming out of Israel, so the first coming was known and expected. 


Remember the two people that were in the temple; one had been told by God 


that he would not see death until he saw the salvation of Israel so they knew that in their 


generation Christ was coming…but…we have no markers except Jesus said that when 


the man of sin would be revealed, after that the Lord would come. Now, we’ve had the 


man of sin: Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin and we will have them but we don’t have any 


markers like they had at the first coming. In fact Jesus said I don’t even know. *___. 


There are a number of things that people say are indications but we don’t have 


any of the markers that we had in the first thing. So notice what Paul is saying to these 


Thessalonians: I discussed this with you when I was with you…so this is a topic of 


interest and a topic that they had discussed quite a bit when Paul was with them about 


that. He had some warnings.  


Paul did not try to establish a time; notice what his approach was to the 


church. #1, he said but you brothers are not in darkness so that the day should not 


surprise you like a thief… When do you repair a roof that is bad? Before it rains; 


that’s the wise thing to do, isn’t it? Before it rains! Now, some may say well, it’s 
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leaking, let’s get a tarp and put it over there but NO, the best time to repair a roof is 


when the sun is shining and it is not raining. That’s what Paul is saying to us here. He is 


saying if you are prepared it does not matter when he comes and that you should not be 


concerned with the day, you should be concerned with having prepared yourself for that 


day. Notice in vs. 10: He died for us… now this is the grace of God he’s talking about 


here; he died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live together 


with him. And then notice what he said: therefore encourage one another and build 


each other up as in fact you are doing. So we must encourage each other to say don’t 


be concerned, don’t worry, you are living as you ought to live, you have prepared as 


you ought to prepare then the coming of the Lord is not something that we should fear; 


in fact it is something that we should pray for that the Lord come quickly. 


This is the grace that we have that we should not fear the coming of the Lord 


and we should not spend our time and energy figuring out when he’s going to come 


because we don’t know…we should be prepared for it. 


And then he begins to say in what we call the final instructions, he begins to 


give some, what I would call, miscellaneous instructions to the Thessalonian church 


which is certainly applicable to us today. Notice what he says: Respect those who 


work hard among you and who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. 


Hold them in highest regard and love because of their work. Here I’m sure he’s 


talking about the elders or those that are over the congregation and notice how he 


identifies them. He identifies them as Paul does as he begins to describe the work; it is a 


work, it is a labor, it is someone who admonishes and that is part of the responsibility. 
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Then he begins to say to the church there as well as to us, live at peace with 


each other… Now, that is a strange admonition for Christians in one way, isn’t it? Live 


at peace – what does that mean to you Paul when Paul says I want you to live at peace? 


*There must have been some dissention going on perhaps about scriptures, perhaps 


about just their lifestyle; there must have been some conflict. All right – live at peace 


with each other. 


Are there any conflicts in the congregation that you are a part of? *Yes, if you 


don’t ask me what they are! ☺ I’m not going to ask you what they are but I’m just 


saying, isn’t the admonition applicable to us today? I mean do we like everybody? 


Richard, do you like everybody? You love everybody but do you like everybody? *I 


have trouble with John Hodge! ☺ *The way to have peace with everybody maybe is to 


not really associate with everybody. What he is saying here is we’re all human beings; 


we all are different, we look at things differently, we eat differently and he said but as a 


Christian you are to live at peace. You’re not to be someone causing dissention; you’re 


not someone causing a problem – live at peace with each other. 


Now, notice the other admonition that he has that we have transferred from 


ourselves to “elders” and “preachers”: We urge you brothers… now he’s not talking 


about leadership; he’s talking about Nancy and he’s talking about Carolyn and the rest 


of us…he said: We urge you brothers, warn those who are idle… because seemingly 


some in Thessalonica when they heard that the Lord was coming they decided to say 


ok, I’ll just sit down and wait for him; there’s no need for me to build a house or go to 


work because he’s coming and it’s all going to be burned up anyway. But I know this is 
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something that God ever approved… urge you that those that are idle; encourage the 


timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone… (that’s written to me). Be patient 


with everyone, make sure that no one pays back wrong for wrong but always be 


kind to each other and to everyone else. 


Those are just marks that separate good men and good women from the 


ordinary. Notice that he doesn’t give us challenges that are beyond our reach; he doesn’t 


say go to Africa or give away all that you have, he asks us to do the simple things in life 


that really make a difference…speaking, helping, encouraging, being there and I think 


that’s the key – just being there! 


Make sure no one pays back wrong for wrong… if you think about it, in 


our early history we had what we called a mutual ministry; some of you may be old 


enough to remember that. I can remember debates in my part of the country about paid 


preachers; we had no staff, everything was done voluntarily. We cleaned the building, 


so and so was appointed to bring the lesson and somebody else was appointed to lead 


the prayer and take care of the Table (communion). One of the ladies always brought 


the bread; she always baked the bread and someone brought the fruit of the vine. I don’t 


know when we started buying Welsh’s Grape Juice but it was a long time before we did 


that – someone made it every year and brought it.  


This is really what Paul is saying to us today; we have gotten into a mindset 


that if anyone is to be rebuked it should be the elders that do it or Robert or one of the 


other men. If anyone gets into trouble, we should tell the elders or tell the church and 
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yet Paul is saying to these Thessalonians and to us that God’s church is a mutual 


ministry church; we all do things. 


 That’s why I read the little article. What’s the difference between us doing it 


and someone else doing it – it’s because many times our eyes are not focused on those 


kinds of things. We overlook those kinds of things; we’re not aware of those things and 


I think that we have to heighten our ability to be sensitive to the needs. And I think we 


have to be also open in letting those needs known. 


Jo has always been real sensitive to people; she’s always doing things for 


people and sometimes I wonder how does she know about all these things because Jo is 


attuned to those kinds of things and some of the rest of you are attuned to them. And we 


need to be aware of that because this is what Paul, I think, is saying here. Always be 


kind to each other and to everyone else. *In talking about working at church, baking 


and cleaning and such but that’s no longer being taught today. You did everything for 


yourself…if you needed something done, you didn’t call somebody and pay them to do 


it. Today you want the lawn mowed you pay somebody; you want this done, you pay 


somebody; things at church – we’ll pay somebody. True, and most of us, including 


myself, if somebody said can you give $20 or an hour of your time…I’m going to give 


the $20 and we struggle with that but we need to get out of this mentality and to think 


and to look at people and to see people who have needs and help. We need to have our 


eyes and our ears open to things.  


Shelly is looking for a job; we need to find Shelly a job. She could clean 


houses because she did it yesterday. ☺ I don’t know if she cleaned it or just went 
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around and sprayed Lysol. ☺ *She didn’t do mine. ☺ Rita also needs a job; she does 


clean houses and office buildings so be aware of people and think about them. You 


have a challenge this week; see if you cannot find these two people a job. *In order to 


do that we have to know one another too. We have to become involved in their lives. I 


have thought sometimes we need to just take an hour and go around and say Daisy, 


what do you do? People don’t realize that she keeps kids; she takes care of her family 


(grandchildren) 24 hours a day. What he’s trying to get us to see is don’t be concerned 


about the coming of the Lord; you  have a lot of work here to be involved with and the 


work and the involvement that you are when the Lord comes he will find you working – 


like the song says: “we’ll work ‘til Jesus comes”… *That’s being prepared!  Yes. 


Now, I don’t remember what our text was but let’s continue because we’re 


going to do some reviewing next week. *James, when we moved here about ten years 


ago we moved from a small congregation to a large congregation but you said you find 


your small congregation within the congregation. Here, really is a small congregation 


(class) and so if we keep up with one another just within this group we have a pretty 


good job to do. Yes, you could spend a lot of time visiting because many of us are just 


getting older. ☺ Not mentioning any names. ☺ ☺  


He’s talking individually; look at what he says, some of the characteristics 


that should be ours: be joyful always… that has always intrigued me about joy. What is 


joy and how can we have it always? How can Shelly have it when she is seeking a job 


and has a house to run? So it must be talking about something more than just an 


emotion or eating an ice cream cone or something. It could be joy knowing of who’s 
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you are and that God is with you. That’s an intriguing thing – the same thing about 


praying continually.  


Now, I do no believe and I don’t know why I would say this but I don’t 


believe that you should go around just praying all the time – just muttering although our 


society has gotten to where they go around talking all the time. I’m still taken back with 


someone passing me on the street talking and I look around and there’s nobody with 


him; he’s on one of these Bluetooth’s or whatever it is. ☺ It just brings me up short. I 


don’t think that’s what Paul was talking about on praying continually. 


I think being able to pray; being of the mindset remembering prayer. What do 


you think about that? *I think we should constantly give thanks to God for what he has 


done for us. You’re right, prayer doesn’t always have to be a long formal thing; it could 


be two or three words: Lord, I need your help, thank you God; take care of that person, 


etc. The mindset is what Paul is talking about; having the mindset, having God a part of 


your consciousness. Thank you! 
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